
NAZARETH 22, ROANOKE 11 
NCAA DIVISION III CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 
May 24, 1992 at Franklin Field, Philadelphia, Pa. 

Scoring by Quarters: 
Roanoke 2 2 5 2 11 
Nazareth 5 3 6 8 22 

Summary 
Roanoke Scoring (goals-assists): Don Treacy 3-1, Mark DiBenedetto 3-0, Colin McGahren 2-0, Erik 
Daley 1-1, J.J. Platt 1-0, James Kammerman 1-0. 

Nazareth Scoring (goals-assists): Ronnie Davis 6-3, Cam Bomberry 4-1, Jeremy Hollenbeck 3-0, Marty 
Kelly 2-3, Dan Coughlin 2-1, Jim Cornicelli 2-0, Chris March 1-1, Carl Jutzin 1-1, Brian Silcott 1-0, Joe 
Alden 0-1, Dave Pratt 0-1.  

Goalie Saves: Roanoke (Craig Fleming 10 saves); Nazareth (Greg Gebhardt 21 saves, Brent Coye 0 
saves)  

Shots by Quarters: 
Roanoke 8 15 11 14 48 
Nazareth 12 12 9 16 49 

Faceoffs by Quarters: 
Roanoke 1/8 4/5 8/12 3/10 16/35 
Nazareth 7/8 1/5 4/12 7/10 19/35 

Ground Balls by Quarters: 
Roanoke 8 17 19 7 51 
Nazareth 18 14 21 16 69 

Clears by Quarters: 
Roanoke 6/8 7/9 8/12 3/5 24/34 
Nazareth 5/7 8/12 6/9 7/9 26/37 

Extra-Man Opportunities by Quarters: 
Roanoke 1/1 1/3 1/3 0/1 3/8 
Nazareth 1/3 1/2 1/1 1/2 4/8 

Penalties: Roanoke 10 for 8:30, Nazareth 9 for 7:30 

Attendance: 6,741 (NCAA Division III record) 

 

 

 



Running Score: 

First Quarter 
N – Brian Silcott (unassisted) 14:33   1-0 
R – Don Treacy (unassisted) 11:25   1-1 
*N – Ronnie Davis (Marty Kelly) 8:58   2-1 
R – Mark DiBenedetto (unassisted) 7:52   2-2 
N – Ronnie Davis (unassisted) 4:17   3-2 
N – Dan Coughlin (Chris March) 3:57   4-2 
N – Ronnie Davis (unassisted) 3:17   5-2 
 
Second Quarter 
N – Cam Bomberry (unassisted) 11:04   6-2 
N – Ronnie Davis (Dave Pratt) 8:57   7-2 
*N – Chris March (Carl Jutzin) 6:15   8-2 
*R – Don Treacy (unassisted) 3:06   8-3 
R – J.J. Blatt (unassisted) 1:46    8-4 

Third Quarter 
R – Don Treacy (unassisted) 11:37   8-5 
N – Carl Jutzin (unassisted) 9:48   9-5 
*R – Mark DiBenedetto (unassisted) 8:35  9-6 
R – Mark DiBenedetto (Erik Daley) 8:09  9-7 
N – Dan Coughlin (Marty Kelly) 7:55   10-7 
R – Colin McGahren (unassisted) 7:09   10-8 
N – Ronnie Davis (unassisted) 5:19   11-8 
N – Cam Bomberry (Marty Kelly) 4:56   12-8 
N – Cam Bomberry (unassisted) 3:05   13-8 
R – Colin McGahren (unassisted) 1:23   13-9 
*N – Marty Kelly (Cam Bomberry) :13   14-9 

Fourth Quarter 
R – James Kammerman (unassisted) 13:01  14-10 
R – Erik Daley (Don Treacy) 12:00   14-11 
N – Jeremy Hollenbeck (unassisted) 11:32  15-11 
*N – Marty Kelly (Ronnie Davis) 10:21   16-11 
N – Jim Cornicelli (Joe Alden) 9:46   17-11 
N – Jeremy Hollenbeck (unassisted) 7:59  18-11 
N – Cam Bomberry (Ronnie Davis) 6:17   19-11 
N – Jeremy Hollenbeck (unassisted) 5:57  20-11 
N – Ronnie Davis (unassisted) 4:06   21-11 
N – Jim Cornicelli (unassisted) 1:44   22-11 
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he chain-link fence that encased Hobart’s 
Boswell Field was about four feet high 
and had all the efficiency of a roll of tis-
sue paper in a rainstorm.

When Nazareth’s Marty Kelly ‘92 un-
leashed the shot that enabled the Golden 
Flyers to beat Hobart—for the first and 
only time ever—in May 1992, the fence 

was simply no obstacle for the cascade of fans 
that poured onto the field to celebrate one of 
college lacrosse’s most epic victories.

“I don’t know if people realize the size of 
the mountain that we had to climb,” recalls 
Brian Silcott, a midfielder for the Golden 
Flyers at the time. “It’s something that could 
probably never happen again.”

More than two decades have elapsed since 
Nazareth lacrosse’s version of David slaying 
Goliath played out in front of more than 
7,000 spectators. For most of the 34 players 
and five coaches who represented the Golden 
Flyers that day, memories of collegiate life 

have faded. The recollections, however, of 
Nazareth’s 13-12 overtime victory over Hobart 
in the national semifinals—as well as those 
from a 22-11 romp over Roanoke in the na-
tional championship game a week later—are 
as vivid as hi-def. 

As an upstart team with an ambitious head 
coach (Scott Nelson), Nazareth was in just its 
seventh season of intercollegiate play when 
it captured the Division III national champi-
onship in men’s lacrosse, halting an unprec-
edented reign of success for Hobart that 
featured 12 straight national titles. Nazareth 
finished with a 14-1 record and was the best 
team in 1992.

“[Beating Hobart] was just one link in the 
chain,” says Ronnie Davis ’93, a midfielder 
who scored 32 goals that season, including six 
in the championship game against Roanoke. 
“We knew that the road to the championship 
would have to go through Geneva, but that 
was just one game.”

Calling it “just another game” was a classic 
understatement. Supremely prepared and 
feeling as though their time had finally ar-
rived, Nazareth secured leads of 6-0 and 8-1 
before Hobart rallied. The Statesmen closed 
to within 8-3 by halftime; with 15 minutes to 
go, Nazareth’s lead had shrunk to 9-6.

With less than a minute remaining, Naza-
reth was still up 12-10, but Hobart scored 
twice in the final 34 seconds, including the 
game-tying goal with just three seconds left, 
to force the game to sudden-death overtime. 
If it seemed like déjà vu all over again, it was 
because Hobart had beaten Nazareth eight 
times previously, including a last-minute 13-
12 triumph a during the regular season only a 
month before.

“I just remember being mad that we had 
allowed them to tie it up,” says Kelly, who 
remained confident as overtime loomed. “I 
remember thinking that we couldn’t let this 
happen again.”

              Twenty years ago, Nazareth scored its first lacrosse national championship
by Joe Seil

sports|news

“A Lot of Gutsy Kids”
Left: Goalie Greg Gebhardt ‘92 (10) snatches 
the ball out of danger.
Right: Nazareth’s 1991-92 men’s lacrosse team.
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And they didn’t. Silcott won the crucial overtime face-off 
and passed the ball to Davis, who had doubts about pass-
ing the ball again. “Before overtime,” Davis recalls, “Nelson 
told us to get the ball to Marty when we won the face-off. It 
crossed my mind, though, not to pass it.”

Davis followed instructions, but Kelly had the ball wrap-
checked from his stick by a Hobart defender as he tried to 
bull his way toward the goal. Miraculously, the ball bounced 
in front of Kelly and he was able to rake it back into the 
pocket of his stick. With the Hobart defender draped on 
him like a wet blanket, Kelly delivered the game-winning 
shot that settled into the back of the net, 24 seconds into 
overtime, touching off a victory celebration that lasted more 
than 20 minutes.

“The first face I saw was Ronnie’s,” Kelly says. “I never saw 
the wave of fans, but I ended up on the bottom of the pile 
and I thought my head might explode.”

A week later, in somewhat anti-climactic style, the Golden 
Flyers completed their mission by dominating Roanoke for 
the national title in front of more than 6,700 fans at Philadel-
phia’s Franklin Field. It was Nazareth’s first of three national 
titles in the ’90s. Hobart, meanwhile, moved up to Division I 
after the 1994 season, and the teams haven’t played since.

“We were kind of a ragtag operation when you think back 
on it,” says Nelson, now the head lacrosse coach at Bingham-
ton University, “but we had a lot of gutsy kids.”

More than two decades later, the players and coaches—
now mostly 40-somethings—have scattered. Some played 
professionally both indoors and out. Some followed in 
Nelson’s footsteps and became coaches. Still others haven’t 
touched a lacrosse stick since. Most are married with children.

“It will always be part of my day-to-day being,” says Davis, 
who lives in Pittsford and owns a handful of area eateries. 
“The best part of the whole thing is the friendships. It seems 
like there will always be a link to it.”

With the landscape of present-day collegiate lacrosse 
somewhat altered—more than 200 teams compete at the 
Division III level alone—it seems unlikely that such a fledgling 
team could reap the same success in such a short period. “I 
guess it’s possible, but not realistic,” says Kelly, now the head 
coach at Roger Williams University in Rhode Island. “There’s 
just too much parity.”

Meanwhile, Nazareth’s ’92 team (along with its champion-
ship counterparts of ’96 and ’97) remains the standard by 
which others will be scrutinized. “It was quite a feat,” says 
Nelson. “Those guys and the guys from the first few years 
laid quite a foundation.”

What are the players on the ’92 championship lacrosse 
team doing now? Read their updates at naz.edu/connec-
tions/stories.

Joe Seil is the sports information director and assistant  
athletic director at Nazareth College.

Top: Midfielder Ronnie Davis ’93 (3) congratulates attackman Marty Kelly 
‘92 (30).
Middle: And the crowd goes wild…
Bottom: Nazareth captures the 1992 Division III national championship in 
men’s lacrosse.










